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Ises & Introduction  

 
 

 
  
 
 

InI Chant Ises to His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie 
I and Empress Wayzaro Menen, to present these word sound 
to the ites of the ones who are reading.  H.I.M. gives InI clear 
guidance and direction, on the record, on how InI should live 
this trod to attain the fullness of InI Imanity.   Of the great and 
vast records of H.I.M. Teachings and Life’s works, in print, 
audio, video, and other mediums, the “Important Utterances” 
compiled in this booklet is a very small portion, yet of great 
substance. These are direct quotations from Important 
Utterances of H.I.M. Emperor Haile Selassie I 1963-1972, 
published by The Imperial Ethiopian Ministry of Information, 
'My Life and Ethiopia's Progress', 1892-1937 by Haile Selassie I; 
Published by: Oxford University Press on behalf of The Royal 
African Society, and the Selected Speeches of Haile Selassie I, 1918-
1967. (Originally published in Addis Ababa in 1967 by the 
Imperial Ethiopian Ministry of Information  
 
Although these “Important Utterances” were given to 
Ethiopians and all nations of the earth, at different times and 
occasions, they provide guidance, inspiration, and moral –
iritical strength for Imanity and Ras Tafari Liviti in the present 
and future Iwah or time.  InI Chant Ises to Haile Selassie I the 
First that the I who read these “Important Utterances” will 
experience a physical and irietical iwakinin or irenewal to the call 
of duty toward International Morality, Collective Security, 
Truths and Rights, Peace and Love – the legitimate 
aspirations of a “Suffering Humanity”.       

**** 
Ancient Ras Irice, IDOR Executive Director  

(Trodin Thru The Valley of “Abakah” to the Ivine hills of 
Iarika - Warika Hills, Jamaica, to this Iwah, in DC) 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=oup
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=ras
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=ras
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1 

1. Growth and development can only be attained through 
proper planning, diligence and the will to work.  It is when 
guided by this spirit that a nation can overcome its 
shortcomings and carry itself to greater heights.  We in 
Ethiopia should be guided in this same spirit [Irits] so that 
we can realize the national goals, which we have set for 
ourselves to accomplish in the interest and for the well 
being of our country.   
 

2. To sustain oneself and to contribute his share to the well-
being of humanity and society, man has to work with 
resolution and industry.  One can only reap what one has 
sown.   
 

3. It is evident that man in his lifetime is bound to encounter 
pleasure and hardship interchangeably. During trying 
moments one ought to overcome these painful periods with 
patience and perseverance despite much suffering.  On the 
other hand, when one is fully blessed with nature's 
endowments one should not solely be given to pleasure but 
rather be self-restraint and useful.  As excessive pleasure 
precipitates laziness, one should try to avoid being a victim 
of it.  

 
4. We would like to remind you once again that it is through 

developing self-confidence and striving for independence 
from others that one can be free from blame or fear.   

 
 
 

 

 
 SELF IMPROVEMENT – THE WILL 

TO WORK 
 



 

 2 

 
 PERSEVERANCE 

 
1. Economic and social growth is a laborious and slow process.  

Development is the accumulated result of intensive long-
term efforts.  It is not enough that the nation desire 
development and economic maturity, any more than a child, 
in wishing becomes a man.  Time is required, and 
experience, and trial and error.  The processes and 
requirements of nature cannot be ignored or is needed.  The 
child must first crawl, then walk, before it can run.  So also, 
must a nation progress through the successive stages of 
growth before the stage is reach where rapid and accelerated 
development is possible.  
 

2. In this great mission we should not falter nor be half-
hearted because it is through our combined efforts that we 
can build a strong base and succeed in making a break-
through at all levels of our development.  It is natural if we 
are met with setbacks, but if we persevere and look to the 
future with confidence and hope, we shall succeed.  We  
should not forget that [Haile Selassie I’s] blessings and 
support can be had and that outside help will be 
forthcoming only if we help ourselves.  We therefore have 
to be steadfast to our national ideals and objectives and be 
able to mobilize all our energies for their accomplishment.  
For in unity [Inity] of purpose and co-operation there is a lot 
that we can do to vouchsafe (give for) our country’s continued 
progress and prosperity.  
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3. Progress demands far sightedness, diligence, sound 

judgment, and unflinching [Livication] to hard work.   
 

4. Today, since the torch of enlightenment is in our hands, we 
should utilize this light by working hard for ourselves and 
the coming generations, thus showing to the world that we 
too can attain the standards reached by others and leave 
lasting achievements for future generations.   
 

5. We remain persuaded that in Our efforts to scatter the 
clouds, which rim the horizon of our future, success must 
come, if only because failure is unthinkable.  Patience and 
grim determination are required, and faith in the guidance of 
[Haile Selassie I]. 

 
6. We speak of discipline – the capacity to control oneself and 

follow through to completion what must be done and to 
place duty first.  
 

 COLLECTIVE SECURITY - SELF HELP 
 

1. The most effective way of utilizing any outside assistance is 
to create and develop an atmosphere of self-help, where the 
available human and natural resources could be tapped in 
the best interest of the people.  Everyone, in all walks of life, 
regardless of his (her) professional occupation, should feel 
concerned and play an active role to solve such problems 
which affect mankind.    
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2. Our country is richly (blessed) with natural resources.  [Haile 
Selassie I] has sanctioned that we put them to a better use 
least we abuse His gifts.    
 

3. This is the new attitude which must be encouraged: the 
communal as opposed to the individual approach, the spirit 
of working together that all may benefit.  
 

4. Surely Ethiopia’s most valuable resources are her people and 
the intelligence, energy, devotion and ambition which they 
constitute and represent.  It is to them that [InI] must look for 
the attainment of the goals which [InI] seek.   
 

5. The prosperity of each individual constitutes the wealth of Our 
nation which will eventually enable Us to expand the schools 
and hospitals that We have established for the welfare of Our 
people.   

 
6. The ultimate resource of a nation is its people.  Unless this 

resource is employed for the benefit of the nation, unless the 
latent good which it represents is exploited to the maximum 
extent for the common good, the nation will languish, poor in 
spirit, lacking in achievement. 
 

7. The people themselves must come to realize their own 
difficulties in the development of their community and try 
to solve them by collective participation following an order 
of priority and taking their potentiality into account.  It is  
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well known to you all that recognizing one’s problems and 
striving hard to challenge them is a mark of an attempt at 
self-sufficiency.  

 
8.  Working and thinking for the common good are dictated by 

the Times in which [InI] live and are indispensable for the 
progress and development of a country.    
 

9. Our people will be able to enhance their material progress 
and attain their objective of national progress through hard 
work and above all by sacrificing personal rewards for the 
sake of the common good. 
 

10. Techniques must be found and employed for the most 
efficient and economic use of [InI] resources and financial 
means.  In all of this, [InI] can profit from the example of 
both the East and the West.   

 
11. We have recognized too that trade is a mutual proposition.  In 

order to purchase the things we require from abroad we must 
develop our own resources and find markets for the products 
of the rich land, which has been bestowed upon us. 

 
12. There is nothing wrong, if we adopt what we consider vital to 

us.  In doing so, we ought to be careful in our choices, so that 
we will be able to preserve our heritage by blending some of 
the modern means with our traditional concepts.   
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13. In [Inity] and friendship the peoples of the world will surely 
succeed in their struggle.  If they stand alone, they will slowly 
perish amidst discord and destruction.  To avoid this, it is 
essential that we grow together.  We must seek the areas in 
which we may aid and support one another.  We must subdue 
our differences of outlook.  We must advance together toward 
the realization of the goals and aspirations which lies deep 
within the heart and soul of every member of the human race.   

 
 INTERNATIONAL MORALITY 

If we permit 
ourselves to be 
tempted by narrow 
self-interest and 
vain ambition, if we 
barter our beliefs 
for short-term 
advantage, who will 
listen when we 
claim to speak for 
conscience, and 
who will contend 
that our words 

deserve to be heeded?  We must speak out on major world 
issues, courageously, openly and honestly and in blunt terms 
of right and wrong.  If we yield to blandishments or threats, 
if we compromise when no honorable compromise is 
possible, our influence will be sadly diminished and our  
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prestige woefully prejudiced and weakened.  Let us not deny 
our ideals or sacrifice our right to stand as the champions of 
the poor, the ignorant, and the oppressed everywhere.  The 
acts by which we live and the attitudes by which we act must 
be clear beyond question.  Principles alone can [bestow] our  
deeds with force and meaning.  Let us be true to what we 
believe that our belief may serve and honor us.     
 

1. What we seek to create is flexible, not inflexible; a moral 
force to be used for world peace, for economic 
development, for the benefit of humanity.  We cannot 
impose our views by force.  We have only the power of 
moral persuasion.  This is our strength – and a great 
strength – if we will but use it.    

 
2. The preservation of peace and the guaranteeing of man’s 

basic freedoms and rights require courage and eternal 
vigilance: courage to speak and act – and, if necessary, to 
suffer and die – for truth and justice; eternal vigilance, that 
the least transgression of international morality shall not go 
undetected and (unresolved).  These lessons must be learned 
anew by each succeeding generation, and that generation is 
fortunate indeed which learns from other than its own bitter 
experience.   
 

3. What is needed, above all, is patience which accepts delays, 
while striving to overcome them, and tolerance which 
comprehends our weaknesses, our selfish ambitions, and our 
narrow self-interest, while seeking to strengthen our will and  
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stiffen our moral fiber and devotion to principles and 
international morality; which alone can arm and shield and 
support us in the daily strife which is our fate as we toil to 
better the lot of Africans and all [iman] everywhere.  Unless 
we find the requisite courage and fixity of purpose to rise 
above ourselves; we shall be broken on the wheel of our  
own invention, slaves of our own despotism.    

 
4. In this crucial period when the cause of human rights is 

handicapped by a variety of circumstances, we believe that 
paramount consideration must be given to honoring those 
organizations which have made outstanding contributions to 
fostering the rights of man and such eminent individuals as 
the late Martin Luther King, who have sacrificed life itself as 
a result of their advocacy for the cause of equal rights.  No 
less a contribution must also be given to renewed and 
intensified efforts directed at persuading the enemies of 
human rights that their own lasting interests are best assured 
in an overall respect for fundamental freedoms and liberties. 
 

5. Since all (human) are born free and equal, invested by [Haile 
Selassie I] with inalienable human dignity, it is only right and 
proper that the spirit of human brotherhood should reign 
supreme among all people who inhabit this planet, that 
differences of race, tribe, language, pigmentation, religion or 
sex should not be made instruments of discrimination 
between man and man for all (human) are equal before the 
law of creation.   
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 A SOUND FOR THE ELDERS 
 

1. The elders of our community should bear in mind that they 
are the custodians of the customs and traditions of our  
society, of which the students should be mindful in addition 
to their modern education.     
 

2. We must also remember the reality of today is different 
from the realities of yesterday.  We must [iverstand] we 
cannot turn the clock backwards.  In this different world of 
today we must strive to what we have set for ourselves to 
achieve. 

 
3. Change is the law of nature and the law of life.   

 

 PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES 
 

1. This as it should be, for when brothers quarrel, as it happens 
from time to time, they come together and discuss the issues 
concerned in a very open manner and attempt to arrive at 
mutually agreed solutions.    

 
2. It is natural for forty-one nations to have differing opinions 

and different problems.  It is our duty, however to (reason) 
out our differences and to reach a solution that will 
command our united stand.    
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3. We should be aware, more than ever before, not to allow 

discord amongst us.  We must close ranks and discharge our 
obligation in harmony and unity of vision and purpose.   
 

4. We believe that the exchange of visits by statesman to talk 
over matters on which their points of view differ will greatly 
help remove the misunderstandings and mistrust prevailing 
among States. 

 
5. We have never fail to explain that all conflicts and 

misunderstanding, which arises among states, should be 
settled not by resorting to force, but by peaceful means. 

 
6. Conflicts between nations will continue to arise.  The real 

issue is whether they are to be resolved by force, or by 
resort to peaceful methods and procedures, administered by 
impartial institutions.    

 
7. The nations of Africa, as is true of every continent of the 

world, had from time to time disputes among themselves.  
These quarrels must be confined to this continent and 
quarantined from the contamination of non-African 
interference.  Permanent arrangements must be agreed upon 
to assist in the peaceful settlement of these disagreements, 
which, however few they may be, cannot be left to languish 
and fester.  Procedures must be established for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes. 
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8. In various parts of the world, efforts are being made to 
resolve some of the outstanding issues of our time by    
negotiation and conciliation, based on the understanding 
and accommodation of each other’s interest.  This new 
international climate of understanding is a development of  
the utmost importance to the peace, wellbeing, and progress 
of mankind.  It is therefore a golden opportunity for all [InI] 
of goodwill to help the movement attain such momentum as 
to make it bear the greatest possible result.  
 

 KEY TO ATTAINING GOALS 
 

1. The key to the attainment of any goal lies in one's ability to 
learn to direct one's objectives towards clearly defined ends 
and to pursue them in an orderly, rational, and coordinated 
fashion.  The means which modern economic philosophy 
have devised for the attainment of such goals is the 
preparation of long-term projects and plans and execution 
to the extent possible.   
 

2. Expressions of intent must be followed by a series of 
concrete and integrated actions.   
 

3. The attainment of any goal is never more than a temporary 
achievement.  A mountain top is reached, and beyond, on 
the far slope, there are new lands to explore and new peaks 
to scale.   
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4. As each goal along life’s path is reached, new vistas open 

before us, and new challenges are made.  It is indeed, an 
immutable (unchangeable) law of life that man’s striving can 
never end, that to pause in life’s struggle is to slip back along 
the road to progress.  Man is born in sorrow, and by the 
sweat of his brow must he earn his bread.   
 

5. Man proposes and [Haile Selassie I Ras Tafari] disposes, and 
[InI] are commanded to work diligently, for aspirations bear 
fruit when followed up with deeds, and is necessary to 
translate wishes into actions.   
 

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR LEADERS, 
ADMINISTRATORS, MANAGERS, & PEOPLE IN 
ORGANIZATIONAL GOVERNANCE, & SUCH. 

 
1. It is essential; therefore, that you followed very closely the 

directives which We have given from time to time 
concerning your functions and heavy responsibility as 
representatives of the people.  Personal interests should not 
interfere or influence your work when you are engaged in 
the service of your country, particularly in the House.  Your 
deliberations must be conducted with patience and 
[iverstanding].  In any deliberation the domination of the 
views of one or a few persons should not be allowed at the 
expense of the majority.  The merit of a proposal should not 
be influenced by the prestige of the author but rather by its 
depth and significance to the national interests.   
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In this age of specialization every field has its own experts 
and you should take advantage of the available expertise.    
 

2. Parliamentary deliberations demand attentive listening, 
mutual comprehension, profound and farsighted vision, 
[iverstanding] and the ability to convince in an orderly 
manner.  Mature views based on inquiry and supported by 
good morals and self-discipline, apart from producing the 
desired results, will protect one from making errors or being 
judged wrongly by others.  Inquiry is a magical power that 
opens the door to hidden rewards and must be pursued 
calmly, diligently and intelligently to achieve this goal.    
 

3. As parliamentarians dealing with important national 
questions, you must not only express your views in clear and 
unequivocal terms, but you must also listen patiently and 
sympathetically to the views of others.    You must, in 
particular, refrain from attempting to promote the narrow 
regional interests but work diligently to promote the 
national purpose and national interest. 
 

4. You must free yourselves from all outside influences.  You 
must rid your deliberations of petty concerns.  You must 
place principle above all else.  You must avoid the least 
thought of personal gain or position in reaching your 
decisions.    
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5. It is the duty of all government officials, religious leaders 

and local dignitaries who [fuljoy] the trust and confidence of  
the public to promote, continue, and improve all that is 
healthy in our community life and discourage harmful 
practices and attitudes.  They should guide, support, and 
assist the local community workers.  Modern governmental 
activity must transcend old ideas of Law and Order and 
embrace and extend welfare to all sections of the people.  
We hope and trust that governors and community leaders 
will become friends, philosophers and guides of community 
development and eventually themselves become model 
social workers in the community.   
 

6. Those who will prepare your Government’s programs will 
do so honestly and sincerely [heartically], seeking thereby to 
secure the further progress of Ethiopia and her people.  But 
you, as well as they, share in the responsibility for 
guaranteeing that this progress is not only apparent but real, 
and that each step forward paves the way for the next. May 
[Haile Selassie I] grant [wisemind], [iverstanding] and [judgmants]. 

 
7. Fail not your country and give the utmost of yourself to the 

service of your country.  Let honesty and devotion be the 
guiding force in your work, for it is only when these virtues 
are employed in full measure that you can help in the 
fulfillment of the objective of your country's economic and 
social development program.   
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 MAINTAINING MATERIAL & SPIRITUAL 
BALANCE 

 
Much as man has progressed in the scientific and technological 
fields he has not made a parallel endeavor to enrich himself 

spiritually. The 
materialism of today is 
overriding the spiritual 
values to the extent that 
today we observe a lot 
of unrest and social 
upheavals which have 
become common 
phenomena the world 
over.  Unless humanity 
reverts to the time 
honored values which 
have enabled past 
generations to 
overcome with courage, 
the adversities they 
encountered in their 

daily lives, we shall not only be failing ourselves but posterity as 
well. 

 
1. In order to advance in our respective undertakings and set 

ourselves on the right path we have to learn and draw 
abundantly from the great spiritual heritage, which our 
fathers and forefathers have bequeathed to us.  This can 
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give us strength and a sense of continuity which are essential 
for progress and development.  Learning and profound 
knowledge nurtures noble character and imparts [Wisemind]. 
The family unit and educational establishments have great 
responsibilities in these endeavors for they are the basis of 
national progress and prosperity.  The harvest of life is 
character, which grows with time, and it is this very factor 
that determines one's destiny and future.  We should always 
bear this in mind and in so doing, we shall avoid personal 
disaster and will not bring adverse influence on others.   
 

2. Our own Church is as ancient as our faith and her history is 
replete with accounts of the unswerving faith of our people, 
the inspiring heroism of our martyrs, and the holiness of our 
saints.  The history of our nation has always been closely 
related to the history of our Church, and the Church has 
been both the rallying point and the inspirer of our national 
unity.   
 

3. In these modern days, there are a multitude of things 
published in print and broadcast by radio which captivate 
the human mind and spirit; many new ideas are 
disseminated by the learned.  Many wonderful appliances are 
produced to make life more and more comfortable.  The 
rich powers have passed on from exploring and exploiting 
this earth and are vying with each other to explore and 
conquer the moon and the planets.  Knowledge is increasing 
in a bewildering manner.  All this is good, wonderful, and 
praiseworthy.  But what will be the end of it all?  It is Our  
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firm belief that only what [Haile Selassie I] Wills will be done.  
We should be careful that the results thus achieved by 
mankind should not meet with the fate of the Tower of 
Babel, the handwork of those people of old, which came to 
pieces in their hands.  The Apostle Paul says: “The wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with [JAH]” and “[JAH] knows 
the thoughts of the wise and they are vain.”  The reason for 
this is because generally speaking man makes himself and his 
wisdom the beginning and the end of his aim in life, and We 
are convinced that the end of this is destruction and death.   
 

4. However wise or however mighty a person may be, he is like 
a ship without a rudder if he is without [Haile Selassie I].  A 
rudderless ship is at the mercy of the waves and the wind, 
drifts wherever they take it, and if there arises a whirlwind it 
is smashed against the rocks and becomes as if it had never 
existed.  It is Our firm belief that a soul [irits] without [Haile 
Selassie I] is bound to meet with no better fate.   
 

5. Generations come and pass.  The learned of our church and 
the laity knows what fundamental relations we now have, 
and had, with the Egyptian church.  It is religion that binds 
us with our brethren in Egypt.  When we say religion, it is 
not restricted to the professed faith.  In this connection no 
one can question the faith of others, for no human being 
can be a judge of the ways of [Haile Selassie I Ras Tafari].   

 
 
 



 

 18 

 
6. Solving and alleviating the manifold problems, which beset 

the world, does not evolve upon temporal powers alone.  
Spiritual leaders and laymen have also a sacred duty to co-
ordinate their efforts to advance the cause of mankind.  It is 
vital and useful for church leaders to meet from time to time 
to discuss outstanding international issues.    

 
7. Christianity has flourished in our country, keeping its 

original features and character through the centuries.  As a 
nation we have a great debt to the church for our cultural 
heritage.   
 

8. In ancient times, when the Faith of the whole church was 
one, our country had the closest relations with the 
Emperors of Christian Byzantium.  At the time when several 
Christian peoples of the North became subservient to non-
Christian powers, our country gladly provided asylum to 
thousands of Christian refugees.  It had equally given asylum 
from religious persecution at an earlier date to the followers 
of the founder of Islam.  
 

9. Man does not live by bread alone.  The spiritual [iritical] life 
does not deny, however, the need for bread.  Therefore, the 
spiritual [iritical] life of [Imanity] humanity, must necessarily 
include the common aspiration of all of us for a better 
standard of living and for greater improvement in the quality 
of human existence.   
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 FOCUS ON EDUCATION 

 
1. It is more the inward eye than the possession of eyesight 

which is necessary for the acquisition of education.  
Education is a means which nurtures and cultivates one's 
power of observation, far sightedness and the ability to 
judge.  Retardation and blindness of the mind constitute the 
greatest affliction for mankind.    

2. Education is a means of sharpening the mind of man both 
spiritually and intellectually.  It is a two-edged sword that 
can be used either for the progress of mankind or for its 
destruction.  This is why it has been Our constant desire and 
endeavor to develop our education for the benefit of 
mankind.   
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3. A qualified man with vision, unmoved by daily selfish 

interests, will be led to right decisions by his conscience.  In 
general, a man who knows from whence he came and where 
he is going will cooperate with his fellow human beings. He 
will not be satisfied with merely doing his ordinary duties 
but will inspire others by his good example.    

4. You should bear in mind the fact that a man who says “ I 
have learned enough and will learn no further” should be 
considered as knowing nothing at all.  There can be no time 
limit for learning and the pursuit of knowledge.  It is 
essential for you to discover ways of furthering your 
educational capacity instead of discontinuing it.    
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5. Realizing that it is through education and trained intelligence 

that knowledge can be acquired for a better life, We have 
been endeavoring all Our life to give Our people the 
heritage of education.    
 

6. The purpose of education is not merely to commission an 
individual for permanent employment but to make him self-
reliant and equip him with the faculty for creativity.  One 
should stand on one’s own feet shunning idleness and 
indefinite dependence on one’s parents.    
 

7. (When) We speak of education we are not referring to the 
education that only confined to the four walls of a 
classroom but to that type which can have a direct impact 
on the betterment of the living conditions of Our people.  
 

8. The general development We envisage for the country and 
the high standard of living We want all Ethiopians to attain 
cannot come about without education.  Throughout Our life 
We have consistently maintained that education is the only 
weapon with which the noblest national tasks can be 
accomplished.   
 

9. Life is full of trials and tribulations and man in his struggle to 
survive and guide his own destiny has to be prepared to meet its 
many challenges, particularly in our modern world.  Education 
can harness man’s immense potential and enable him to be 
better equipped in his life-long pursuit so that he can utilize his  
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strength and intellect to the highest use.  Mankind has benefited 
from this through the ages. 
 

 A SOUND ON HEALTH 
 

1. There is nothing as precious to man as a sound mind and a 
sound body.  And it is essential that the physical well-being 
of [InI] people merits as much attention as its [iritical] 
welfare.  
 

2. Good health is not only necessary for the well-being and 
happiness of man but is also a fundamental prerequisite for 
the progress and prosperity of the nation.  Just as education 
insures promotion of man's knowledge in all fields of 
endeavor, so does proper medical care help in safeguarding 
and promoting his physical and mental growth.  The 
preservation of health is a duty.    

 

 AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 
 

1. It is better to till the land rather than to bicker on trivial 
matters. It is better to exploit effectively a small tract of land 
rather than to proclaim as being the owner of vast idle land. 
 

2. You have a rich land that yields a variety of products.  Do 
not be contented with the satisfaction of your bare needs 
but instead, cultivate your land among others, with 
oleaginous plants (plants that produce oil), the seeds of 
which you can export for your greater benefit. Use the  
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forest woods to make furniture and implements and 
exchange them for money. Your workmanship will be a 
monument to your name.   

 
3. The naked mountains and hills are as useful as the plains 

below.  Plant them with fir trees, teak woods, eucalyptus and 
other trees and within a short time you will measure the 
forest resources of your country.   

 
4. When our forests are properly conserved, they protect the 

fertile soil of Ethiopia from erosion; they render the 
landscape green and beautiful. But when the forests are 
neglected and gradually destroyed, the wealth of our land is  
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progressively reduced and the country slowly becomes bare 
and barren.   
 

5. It is a matter of great concern for Us that the forest wealth 
which [Haile Selassie I] in His mercy has bestowed upon our 
country is thus being continually reduced and wasted.  

Hence it becomes the duty and obligation of every single 
Ethiopian to become aware of the tremendous industrial 
and agricultural advantages to be derived from our forest 
resources, and to practice tree planting, in order that our 
hills and planes, which have been stripped of their wooded 
cover, may once again be clothed in their green mantle.  
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6. The existence or non-existence of forest wealth in a country 

is one of the most important factors influencing its 
development and progress. The increasing pace of 
deforestation and growing dearth of timber in Ethiopia, 
caused by unregulated tree cutting and failure to replace 
these by new plantings, gives Us occasion for anxiety that a 
severe economic problem will confront the coming 
generation. It is essential that steps be taken here and now 
to stop this wastage and to check this destruction.   

 
 THE LAW GIVER & THE RULE OF LAW 

 
1. No [goodi] will fail to [apprecilove] that law is the greatest benefit 

to every man.  It is from the equity of law that honor and 
advantage arise; it is from the deficiency of law that distress and 
damage result; it is through failure to set up law that violence 
and injury grow.  
 

2. While [Haile Selassie I], being above every creature, would 
not find it difficult to issue orders by His word alone, yet 
His instituting law is because He knew that law should be 
the supreme ruler of the whole world. 
 

3. The need for law arises so that any condition of life, as it is 
being improved, shall be on a well-ordered and trustworthy 
basis, for it is knowledge that ameliorates and moderates 
everything. The Law, in its function of conferring advantage 
or punishment, shall be equitable without showing favor to 
whoever it may be. 
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 THE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE 

 
I consider my presence here today as a link between the past 
and the present.  When in 1936, my ancient country, after a 

gallant resistance 
against the 

unprovoked 
aggressor, fell prey 
to its remorseless 
enemy, it became 
my painful duty, as 
Emperor of 
Ethiopia, to appear 
before the League 
of Nations to appeal 
for help for my 
suffering people.  
Over and above 
the fate of a 
nation, brutally 
invaded, I also 
pleaded at that 

time the cause of the more fundamental issues of 
international morality and collective security.  
 
Though the ideas I enunciated, then were by no means 
novel, it happened that both my appearance before the 
League, as the leader of a nation, and my pronouncements 
were without precedence.   
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When I spoke at Geneva in 1936, there was no precedent 
for a head of state addressing the League of Nations.  I am 
neither the first, nor will I be the last head of state to 
address the United Nations, but only I have addressed both 
the League and this Organization in this capacity. The 
problems which confronts us today are equally 
unprecedented.  They have no counterparts in human 
experience.  [Man] search the pages of history for solutions, 
for precedents, but there is none.   
 
This, then, is the ultimate challenge.  Where are we to 
look for our survival, for the answers to the questions which 
have never before been posed?  We must look, first, to 
[Haile Selassie I The First], who has raised man above the 
animals and endowed him with intelligence and reason.  We 
must put our faith in [H.I.M.] that He will not desert us or 
permit us to destroy humanity which He created in His 
image.  And we must look into ourselves, into the depth of 
our souls.  We must become something we have never been 
and for which our education and experience and 
environment have ill-prepared us.  We must become bigger 
than we have been: more courageous, greater in spirit, larger 
in outlook.  We must become members of a new race, 
overcoming petty prejudice, owing our ultimate allegiance 
not to nations but to [I-manity] - (the human family).   
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appreciate; Imanity – humanity;  
 The Headings are themes ites by IDOR based on the main points 
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